An assessment for auriculotemporal syndrome following temporomandibular joint surgery through the preauricular approach.
Twenty temporomandibular joints (TMJs) were operated on for the correction of arthrographically confirmed internal derangements using a modified preauricular approach. Postoperatively, three of the 20 patients tested exhibited auriculotemporal syndrome as deduced from a starch-iodine test. The manifestation was subclinical and consisted of sweating only over the distribution of the auriculotemporal and great auricular nerves in response to a gustatory stimulus. The response was variable from patient to patient.